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Abstract

Fisheries sector has gained extensive importance across the globe due to its income and
employment generation. Even though Kerala is one among the states which exhibits highest
literacy rate, the fisher folks in Kerala still lag behind occupying themselves without most modern
technologies and skill upgradation available in their area of fishing. The reluctance towards
engaging in fishing is common among youth in fishing community. The present investigation roots
on identifying the extend of occupational mobility among the fisher folks in Kerala. The relation
between educational attainment and occupational diversification among fisher folks is also
studied. The study is conducted among the fisher folks of Azhikode area in Thrissur District with
a sample size of 100 individual respondents. In addition garret ranking is used to determine the
most influencing factors among the fisher folks that leads to occupational mobility. The
investigation have demonstrated that successful diversification programmes and policy
interventions are to be based on an understanding of who fishers are, what their livelihoods are,
and what influences them.

INTRODUCTION
‘Fishing’ refers to the landing of all types of marine and fresh water ‘Fauna’. India is one of the
important fishing nations of the world. People in India mainly depend on agriculture for their
livelihood and later fishing plays a prominent role. India has a coastal line of 8,129 km which
permit us to access the 7.5 million hectares of fresh water bodies and 1.4 million brackish water
bodies such as estuarine, backwater and mangrove water ways to meet the fishing requirements
of the country. Kerala is situated on the southwest coast of the Indian subcontinent with an area
of about 38,863 square kilometers which makes about 1.27% of the Indian Territory. Kerala has
acoastline of 589.5 kilometers, which forms 10% of India’s total coastline and this has facilitated
trade with other countries since a very long time. The density of population is very high all along
the coastline as compared to the midlands and high lands. Fisher folk form an important segment
of the population of the state. Kerala has the eighth position with regard to the population of
fisherfolk among the fourteen coastal states. The total populace of fisherfolk residing in the state
of Kgrala is estimated to be 11.114 lakh, which includes 8.55 lakh in the marine sector and 2.55
lakh in the inland sector. Out of this the number of active fishermen is 2.28 lakh. '
Like any other socially and economically down trodden sections of Kerala’s population, fishin.
groups were also characterized by poverty, low educational attainme ey e
Mhpn E ) nt, and minimum material
possessions including the living space. In order to bring them to the mainstream of Kerala society,
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