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Marketing Margin and Price Spread of Ornamental Fishes in Selected
Districts in Kerala

Vaishna P. L.
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Mail id: varshnaarunl 3(&gm ail. com

The present study was under taken to know aguarium fish marketing system in the
districts of Thrissur and Ermakulam. A total number of 9 ornamental fish shops were

randomly selected. A lot of studies related to ornamental fish marketing have been
conducted during past decades. By analyzing marketing cost and price spread, the
current status of ornamental fish business in the market, and also the profit percentage
earned by the breeder, rearer, wholesaler, and retailer at different marketing channel can

be understood. . The ornamental fish shops were found to be the primary source of
livelihood for these people and maximum units were retail outlets. In ormamental fish
trade, price is determined as “rate per piece” and this caused a high difference among

producer’'s price, wholesalers margin and retailer's margin of same species.
Inappropriate quarantine of the stock, lack of good colouration, lack of good strain and
unsteady demand also affected the wholesalers. Fishes were imported mostly from
Kolkata, Chennai and Mumbai whereas sometimes they bought fishes from foreign
countries as well. Gold fish (Carrassius auratus) was the most preferred groups in market.
Improper health management practice, seasonal fluctuation in price, high wholesale rate
and lack of finance was considered as the most significant problem inhibiting the growth
of retail industry. The analysis revealed that the intermediaries were grabbing a
significant share of the consumer's rupee.
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